The novel coronavirus pandemic continues to hold the world in its vice-like grip. At the time of writing it is impossible to discern what its full impacts will be, though clearly they will be deep and long-lasting on many levels. Among business sectors, the surfactants industry could perhaps be viewed as fortunate in that many of its operations are deemed to be 'essential' in the current crisis, allowing manufacturing activities to continue where many are in stasis. Cepsa, which leads off the news coverage in this issue, is just one such example, maintaining its production of commodity chemicals such as linear alkylbenzene (LAB) necessary to combat COVID-19. Others are donating hygiene products and/or funds. Personally, I find it heartening that our industry is playing a vital role in the fight against this contagion. This subject will doubtless be returned to many times over the coming months but, for now, a quick round-up of the news in this issue.

Cepsa (pp 1--2) has secured a loan of €60 M from the European Investment Bank to assist with the 'pioneering' upgrade of its San Roque LAB production facility in Spain. The company previously reported that it is investing €100 M in the project, which will enhance the plant\'s sustainability and efficiency as well as increasing its capacity \['Focus on Surfactants', Jun 2018\].

In the USA, MFG Chemical is investing in improved dioctyl sodium sulfosuccinate (DOSS) manufacturing capabilities at its three plants in Dalton, GA, USA (p 3). The company also expanded DOSS capacity at its Pasadena, TX, site last year \[ibid, Mar 2019\]. The speciality surfactant is a 'core chemistry' for MFG, which has been producing it in large quantities since 1982. It has a wide range of applications including pharmaceuticals and food. Also in the USA, BASF is expanding its Flex range of surfactants and polymers containing low 1,4-dioxane concentrations (p 3). This is in response to New York State\'s proposed restrictions on the permissible amount of this chemical in household and personal cleaning products. Elsewhere, the company plans to increase its methanesulfonic acid capacity by building a new unit in Ludwigshafen, Germany (p 4). Its output will serve the European and Asian markets.

Henkel has expanded capacity at its personal care products plant in Noginsk, Russia (p 5), installing extra production lines for shampoos and other hair care products. Also in the personal care category, Tate & Lyle has unveiled the Texturlux range of five bio-based functional additives (p 4). Composed of hydroxypropyl starch phosphate, hydrolysed corn starch hydroxyethyl ether and maltodextrin, these polymeric additives provide thickening, emulsion stabilization and film formation for skin, hair and sun care products.

The issue also contains summaries of a number of new market reports concerning different personal care sectors, surfactants and various raw materials, as well as recent financial results for several companies.
